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which he cannot exist among his fellow-creatures. His parents, as soon as understanding begins to dawn in him, are employed in prescribing what he ought to do and what he ought not to do ; his masters, in filling his mind with the precepts, and forming it to the example, of the greatest men, or in fashioning Ms body to perform with ease and patience whatever his reason commands ; and lastly, the laws of the state lay clown a rule, by which he is necessitated to direct his actions. If then the sons of the greatest men do not appear to be greater proficients in virtue than the ordinary sort, it must not be ascribed to the parent's neglect; much less must it be concluded, that virtue is not to be acquired by instruction : it is the fault perhaps of genius and of nature. Let us suppose, that to perform on a certain instrument were a qualification required in every man, and necessary to the existence of a city, ought we to wonder, that the son of an admirable performer fell infinitely short of his father in skill 1 Should we attribute this to want of care, or say, that inusick were not attainable by any art1? or should we not rather ascribe it to defect of genius and to natural inability*? Yet every member of such a state would doubtless far surpass all persons rude and unpractised in musick.
NOT KM.
their coast, whence it was afterwards introduced in Athens, Sparta, and in the rest of Greece. They fought on foot armed with a crescent-like sin old, bow and arrows, long javelins, and a sword. See Xcnopli. ap. Pollucem. L. ]. c. 10. This species of shield was afterwards introduced by Ipliierates among the heavy-armed foot also. (Diodorus. L. 15. c, 44.)